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Supenntendént v
pleased mth the'>re ults;

art of 72'_0'09’5 "

All three education 1evels scored above

staté averages in all aress;’
However, gap scores for elementary
and middle schools in Oldhamm County

- are near the state averages.

. P
" That leaves the remalmng 70 percent
to be labeled as “heeding i improvement.”
However, this year's percentiles
are being used to determine standard -
scores for future years, according to
information released by the Kentucky

Departmert, of Educatm
Startmg with’2012-13, scores wﬂl be

compared to standard scores for- elemen- :

tary mlddle and: hlgh schools

Dlstrlct performance

G‘ldham County is the state’s elghth
largest distiiet, so to be rarikedin the
top 10 is an honor, oft'rcrals say.

Gap scores compare the test’ resdlts
for African-American, Hispanic, Native -

, Amerlcan special educatmn, low ineome

and limited English proficiency students
— all combined into.éne gap group— to
results for other students not in those
categories. -

The state average gap score is 12 2
out of 30 points. The district averaged

' 12.7 across its 10 elementaries, -

- For middle schools, the state aver-

age was 10.6.out of 28, Oldham County :

schools averaged 110, , ,
Despite scoring above state aver- .-

career readmess sCores Wlll irapreve in
upeoming years, It is possﬂ:de ‘Advanced:
Placement scores will be used'in: futUre
eollege-readmess calculatlons — an-dres,

in 'which Oldham- County ranks amongst

the nation’s highest. -

District officials are also consldermg
changes to career-readmess assessment
offerings. '

‘Statewide, co]lege and career readl—

Nov. %’) 02

test

performance onﬁf‘ g1t readmg, math
science, social studles and writing.

Gap compares students who are
members of traditionally underper-
forming groups — ethnic rinorities,
special educatlon poverty and limited -
English proﬁ(:lency —to-gverall perfor-

mance.. ..

. Growth compares an mdlwdual stu;
) dent’s seore to the student’s peexs 1o
determme 1f _typ1cal or hrgher levels of

;  K: . ] :

© See Scoir;fe'e, ' page A6

hess is‘up almost 9.percent — about 47
percent of students are: consadered eol '
lege and career ready

The district ranks only 41stin terms
of graduation rates; ‘however, the calcu-
lation used ehanged this year and will |
change again next

" yedr.

District
Assegsment, - -,
Coordmator Leshe

" Robertson has »
' called the current
-calculatlon “not -

honest” because -
it is based on the
assumption that-a -
district’s popula-

" tion remains steady,
ages, officials are optimistic eollege and .

over timme. And, the .
rate doesn’t include students who have

. an individualized plan in place that
-, allows them longér than four. years to
_graduate. : ,

School performance

Of the district’s 10 elementanes three
scored dxstmgmshed two proficient and
five needing improvement. .

Goshen Elementary and Harmony




Continied

- Elementary were both

named Schoolg
of Distinction, the

highest honor. That

level was given to. 40 elementanes across

the state representing the top 5.percent.
BucknerEIementary alsoreceived 7

dlstmgmshed Iabel and was in the top

10 percent. -
Camden Station and Locust Grove are .

labeled as proﬁment S

~ The remammg ﬁve ‘elementa- -
 ries, Kenwood Station, Crestwood
‘Centerficld; Liberty: and La Grange are.
labeled-as needing i mpmvement ,
- Middle schoot scores are Based o on the
. same eatepories as: elementary schools
. with the. addxtlon of: ee;reer and co]lege
. readinesg; .+ -
. Three of the fouf Dldham m1ddle
“ gchiools scored in the. top 10 percent —
South East.and North. -

However, Oldham: Geunty Mlddle was
labeled as-needing i improvement.
. All three ‘high schiols scored in the top j changes into eﬁ'ect Davis said.
- -5-percent of state E it

: *aecount all ﬁve cat- i
" ‘egoeries-and weigh
them equally.
-~ North was
- ranked the state’s -
“eighith-best public. -
« high school, with . -
" South and Oldham :
" Gounty elose ’

L released more than a month ago' 2 .
i instead; district officials. cotldn’t talk -

Lc; @raejt' N°‘/ ‘@'/2§!2—

" In fact, the new aceountability system
is good for Oldham Ceunt '

“The new, rigorous &

“not’ ]ust based on: lnds i

DPavis reminded parents in attendance
. Yo not be surprised by lower test scores '
wheri students receive their repoits —
tandards for aclnevmg proﬁc1ent _
stinguished status are much blgher
she said.
dividual’ student scores will be sent
parents in upceming weeks.
' From there, prmmpals ‘will help -
-explain what the SCOres mmean at the sti- .
dent school and district levels,

ds,
we:kniow theyll he readyfor prestigious
colleges, high:demand jobs aiid becoming
‘mnovators and entrepreneurs # he sa.ld

K Whats next ..  Parents had their first oppertunlty to
Amta Dati ; the d1stncts ch1ef aca B d.1s(c1:us?1 tlrlebdata with. district officials.
_ ; aca- - andschoo eardra b g
I identic offichr, $afd the' resultscamg .~ | ¢ Monday mght i @jmeetmg
} naueh,later thanofficials hoped: - “And; offic |

The stated ald 5¢0TES WO d‘ be

© “Weall need to suppert each other in
_, pubhely about the results. untll 51 da s :
Ento the sty 3 y 5 trymg to understand tI'us Davrs sald
“It’s a shorter period of time o put ' Ema;l Us about thzs story at:
. tharrzs@oldhamermcem

- behind in 10th and”

Ilth respectively,

- Bouth Oldham .’

' H1gh ig cen31dered a fhws school —. -
“the district’s only — eause ofagap -

" between on-demand writifig scores from
special education students compared to .
the rest of the school. -

Robertson said the school is already
 looking at individual student data and
" targetinig ways to improve.
- And, she said, staff are reviewing
'mdlwdual seores for red ﬂags that eould :
_indicate a scorlng SITOy",: % .

-.'Unbrldled Learmng S lmpact

" Wells said K-PREP supplies more
data than the old- testinig model and that
‘the district wil] use that data to 1dent1fy
‘areas.fo improve. © - :
. “The state has raised the bar ” he said.
“We've embraced $hat r
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Hager celebrates success in testing
Mark Maynard The Independent

ASHLAND - On Tuesday, Hager Elementary was the -
site of several voting precincts in Boyd County.

A day later, there was even more commotion in the gym.

Hager celebrated its recent honor as a “School of
Distinction” as a result of students’ performance during
the most recent K-PREP tests.

The Wulfe Bros. Band, a high-energy, kid-friendly
educational group, performed with the student body and
faculty in full party mode.

“We wanted to make it memorable, make it last,” said
Phillip Caudill, Hager principal. “This award is a
combination of several things, mcludmg students’ effort
and teachers’ hard work.”

Hager ranks as the 10th-highest performing school of
733 elementary schools in the state. The school is in the
99th percentile, with the distinction going to those in the
top 95 percentile, Caudill said.

The honor was made known Friday, but the staff knew
of the recognition a few days before. That’s when
officials decided to do something special, which is why
the Wulfe Bros. were invited to perform a high-energy
act focused on audience participation. The group, which
is from Louisville, performs at many school-based
functions.

Teachers and students seemed to enjoy themselves in the
packed gymnasium with several fun-friendly songs.

The data graded was from the 2011-12 school year and
included third through sixth grade. Those sixth-graders
are now seventh-graders at Verity Middle School. “But
they should share in this honor, too,” Caudill said. “We
wanted to include all the kids (in the celebration) to
make sure they knew how special this was.”

Caudill also said the Ashland Independent School
District’s support in the Response to Intervention
training was important. The district funded the program
that targets children who are not getting certain skills.
Hager focused on math and reading, he said.

Paul Wulfe, one of the three brothers who performed,
said Hager was one of the most impressive schools they
had seen. They take their act to Kentucky, Indiana and
Ohio,

*As much as they’ve done, this is a very big deal,” he
said. “I’m not sure we’ve ever been at a ‘School of
Distinction.” I’'m real impressed with everybody here.
Ashland should be very proud.”

Hi#

Daily Independent (Ashland, KY), Nov. 7,2012

School boards will see some changes
Mike James, The Independent

ASHLAND — Some school board seats will change
hands as a result of Tuesday’s election.

In the Boyd County district, Judy Nichols, a former
administrator, defeated Daniel E. Phillips 907 votes to
572 to take the seat of Theresa Jackson. Jackson did not
run for re-election.

Incumbent Randy Stapleton handily won re-election
over Roxane Gross, 819 votes to 480.

In Fairview, Rick Tackett and Scott Mclntyre, both
incumbents, retained their seats. They received 752 and
701 votes respectively. Doug Campbell left trailing with
579 votes.

Russell Independent district incumbents Jane Ehrie and
Terry Vest retained their seats with 3,171 votes and
2,904 votes respectively. Challenger Jim Craft fell short
with 2,179 votes.

In Lawrence County, James M. See defeated James A.
Cassady 687 to 658; D. Heath Preston defeated Jerry
Robinson 409 to 282; and Barbara Lee Robinson won
over James A. “Jim” Shannon 590 to 503.

Carter County incumbent Chris Patrick defeated Jeremy
Rodgers 483 to 407 while Kaila Rogers Bender and
David L. Jessie ran unopposed.

Two races in Elliott County were opposed: Nancy White
beat incumbent Donnie Barker 192 to 135 and Brenda
Fannin Sheets, the incumbent, beat Mary Adkins 186 to
143.

Unopposed races include Ashland Independent, where
Carol Jackson, Frank DeMartino and Charles E.
Chatfield will return for another term, Greenup County,
where Kelly Adkins, Sue Miller and Linda Wellman
keep their seats, and Raceland-Worthington, where
incumbents Mike Boyles and Jerry Epling have no
opponents. All vote totals are unofficial and were
provided by the Greenup County clerk’s office.

#4#4




Lincoln schools
closer to making

the grade

By STEPHANIE MOJICA
Danville Advocate Messenger
November 8, 2012

Page1of 2

STANFORD — Lincoln County
schools, especially the high school, are
making great strides toward getting
educational quality more in'line with
state guidelines, local educators say.

The recently released Kentucky
Performance Rating for Educational
Progress (K-PREP) test results show
Lincoln County schools are now
ranked just above the state average,
said Superintendent Karen Hatter.
Two schools, Hustonville and
McKinney elementaries, were ranked

proficient according to the new state
~ standards. The overall district score is
55.9; the state average is 55.2.

“While we are nowhere near where
we want to be, performing at or above
state average places us in a position to
refine the curriculum and | |
instructional processes we currently
have in place,” Hatter said. “Our goal
is nothing less than to demonstrate

continuous academic improvement
from year to year until we become a
proficient district.”

K-PREP is a new scoring system that
cannot be fairly compared to the past
Commonwealth Accountability
Testing System (CATS) model, notes.
Pamela Hart, chief deputy of quality
management. However, the school
system’s overall ranking is much

- better than in previous years.

Last year, the Kentucky Department
of Education ranked Lincoln public
schools as persistently low-achieving,
This required a restructuring of
Lincoln’s administration and for
Hatter and Lincoln High Principal
Tim Godbey to work closely with the
state to remediate education'at the
high school.

Lincoln High was ranked 57.6 overall
in the K-PREP results which is above
the state average and right at the
“cusp of proficiency,” Hatter said.

Hatter, Hart and Jim Ward, the
district’s coordinator for assessment,
instruction and curriculum lauded

- Godbey’s considerable efforts to help

get every high school student “college
or career ready.”

“... To move from a priority school to
MORE
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one close to the proficient mark is a
tremendous accomplishment,” the
superintendent said. “I commend the
leadership of Mr. Godbey and the
commitment of his entire staff.”

Godbey has been meeting
individually with students and
teachers to help them with goal-
setting and has “some really authentic
approaches in place that are making a
significant difference” in education,
Hart said.

Even with two schools at proficiency
and one school close to proficiency,
local educators recognize there is still
a lot of work to be done to get the
school district into its best shape for
the students.

- Improvements are especia]]y
necessary at Crab Orchard

- Elementary which received the lowest
score of 47. Stanford Flementary
received the second-lowest score of
50.4.

District administrators and educators
at the schools are in the first stages of
creating intervention plans to get
those scores closer to proficiency,
Ward said.

“Although the district and most of
our schools are not quite performing
at this top echelon, we intend to move
quickly toward that goal,” Hatter
said.

The next round of K-PREP tests,
which cover reading, mathematics,
science, social studies and writing,
will be administered during the last
two weeks of the 2012-13 academic
year.

END




The value of the
unquantifiable

By Jonathan Kleppinger

The Jessamine Journal Nov. 8, 2012

I get a chuickle every time I hear someone
try to “define intangibles.” The oxymoronic
phrase is usually the work of sports
broadcasters attempting to explain how a
player impacts the game in ways not
recorded in the box score. But people still
pursue the unachievable goal of quantifying
the unquantifiable in other arenas of life,
especially in a statistics-driven world.

Kentucky’s new assessment and

~ accountability system for schools, Unbridled
Learning, provides a wealth of data about
student performance and lets citizens drill
down from state-level data to the district
level, the school level and even the grade
level. And while this information can be
extremely valuable in letting schools know
where they stand and how they might need
to improve, it is not the be-all, end-all
measure of school quality.

School officials statewide and even here
have been wringing their hands over the
Unbridled Learning results for months,
knowing some of the new numbers would
look worse than those of the previous No
Child Left Behind system and worrying
parents might take up pitchforks.

Some of it doesn’t look good. The Jessamine
County district’s overall score puts it in the
56th percentile, above the state average but
with a score that comes in 77th out of 175
districts. That one big number of 56 - the
percentile rank but also coincidentally the
overall score - is made up of a lot of smaller
numbers you can find in the Unbridled
Learning data. Yet it does not - and by
definition cannot - include the mtangibles.

- My job puts me inside the schools. Already

this year, I’ve visited a program to get
Warner Elementary dads involved in their
children’s school; I've watched Wilmore
Elementary lead the way in environmental
efforts; I’ve seen a principal from Argentina
visit and learn about education here; I’ve
seen a Nicholasville Elementary music
teacher rewarded for diligent work to teach
theory and character; I’ve visited an archery
practice for an alternative-school team that
consistently places among the top 12 in the
world. I've watched a superintendent
recognized multiple times as one of the best
in the state restructure her administration
after one of her two right-hand men moved
up to a large superintendency and the other
retired after a 48-year career in the system.

What doall these things have in common?
Not one of them factors into the big fat 56

~ that Jessamine County is judged by each

time someone looks at the Unbridled
Learning data. Yet each one of them is part

" of what makes the Jessamine County school

district what it is today.

I’m sure every student, teacher,
administrator, parent and community
member has their own set of personal
experiences with the district - and some of
those experiences have undoubtedly not
been as positive. But as much as the district
is made up of the academic factors that go
into one big overall score for Jessamine
County, it’s made up of each person’s
individual experience.

So take the state-assessment information
available to you - all of it. Don’t let one
number tell you everything you need to
know about your school district or your
school. Dig into it; research it; digest it.
Learn about the results from your school,
your district, your state. And even then,
remember that despite the best efforts of
education officials and sportscasters, you
can’t define the intangibles.
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 District ‘needs impre

' New test gives: schools guide
to better prepare students for-
| college and careers

By’ MAGEN MCCRAREY
B Staﬁ' wnter - :

\ t ; . m . W n T AR i
ing report card are in. The dlstrlct ‘aimed- hlgh_ _

- buthas some room to grow

_ - . “Needs imprevementisnot an F Supermten-‘ "
dent Doug Bennett said. ,With the new. testing .
* model; he said; “the standari S begn,raﬁseg&%_'

----Theres mcreased rigez

, the previ

"_’itest'fec es on preparing college and career
i dents: ‘It measures individual school

_SEE TEST, PAGE 3A

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1A

school co]lege/ career readmess and
average freshman graduation rates.

. Each category is worth 20 percent of
the overall score for high schools.

" The state Department of Education
reported that more than 47 percent of
students in Kenticky’s public high

~ school are prepared for callege and/
" Or careers - 1p nine points from last .
. .year, desplte the increased academic
. =, rigor on the new test.
= “This incredse, which  translates
to more than 4,500 students, is a di-
rect result of Kentucky’s schools and

KCOT 1, as K-PREP -
f 100 andKCCT out'of 140. The new -

ot achlevement in math, science, social
iting; a_performance, gap from .

districts focus on college and career
readiness,” Kentucky Education
Commissioner Terry Holliday stated
in a press release last week. “The
overriding goal of the state’s public .
education system is to prepare stu-
dents for the paths they want to take -
after high school, and this data shews
that we are making progress toward

~ that.goal.”

According to the results there are '
more than 230 college and career

. ready students in Laurel County high

schools. South Laurel carries the
highest number of college and career
ready stidents, while North Laurel
High has more graduates. The grad-
uation rate for the dlstrlct stands at -

' . 7.8 percent.

“We are - not satls ed where we
are,” said’ - “Hlrley, director
of Assessing id ‘Accountability’ -
in the district. ™ We will target aréas
for improvement, such as getting our
graduation rate up and ehrmnatmg .

* dropouts.” This will result in increas-
.ing our overall college/career readi-
- hess percentage in the future.”

Bush Elementary is the only school
who received a distinguished rat-
ing for their achievement, gap and
growth. Campground, Cold Hill,
Hunter Hills and Sublimity elemen-
tary schools received a proficient rat--

- ing. .Keavy Elementary showed the

least amount of growth in reading
and mathematics, while Cold Hill E}-

. ementary showed the most, .

“Although more than two-thirds of

- schools and disiricts are in the ‘Needs

Improvement’ categéry, this is not an
indicator of failure. The Unbridled
Learning model is one of continu-
ous improvement, and schools and
_districts now have a wealth of data to
use as they plan for improvement in
student learning and acmevemen
Holliday said..

“We are taking steps to improve at
school and district levels based upon
‘our and state assessments. However,

- the school level assessmenis (MAPS,

common assessments) serves as qual-
ity control that helps to guide and
pace out instructicnal planning. We
are placing increased emphasis on

~the analysis process to help focus in-
. struction,” Bennett added.

vement’




f\/\a zf i wcﬂ\fl“e é'meé.!ewcjf

 BYERIN SCHMITT
. -MESSENGERSTAFFWRITER
. ESCRMITEGTHE MESSENGER.COM
MORTONS GAP “ Hard
work and dedication has paid
off for Hop‘lfm tyECeniraI

fhe ‘bottom five
staﬁe to the 62nd

. gh schivols émd the best
for the grade Ievels in Hopkms
County:” -~

Central Prmc1pa1 Tommy :

Burrough praised his teachers
and students, saying they took

on the challenge tod nnprove and

not only did that, but stmver
- transformed thejchonl’s envi-
romment,

“They've changed- the atmo-
sphere ” he said; “It’s fun walk-
ing the halfs seemg ‘the smﬂes
% aln ,, . N

Up until the last year, calculus

teacher Beth Hancock said stu-
dents hadn’t taken- ownershlp of

work so hard to achieve that”

- Inthie past; ACT teview pack-
ets might have been tossed
aside, acting like it was just any
other test, she said. However,
this past year the students buck-

| Principél.: Teacher

‘that was. the Bi e

o PacE (Dog o

, tudents ‘.changed the atmésphere’

* . Jed down and stadied dili gve‘r'l'tlj}w }

“It proves-what kids can ‘do

yawhen they get exc1ted and buy

k‘They waiited to d

not-that' they d
ability, they mat hadn t bougifft

_ mto it” -

‘The' sem@rs were the
great dmrmg force she

Ashamed of last year's
lacklubter scores. ‘and fed
up with nega{mty the.cur-
rent senior class took it
-upon themselves to fix the
problem.. ... -

“We didn’t hke the way

~ Central had been repre-

‘sénted in the past and we
wanted to put our best foot
forward,” sald Nathan Gad-
dis.- . .

The semor wns Bl‘t of

thher testing scores soit
would reflect bet!:er on the
high school.

“I think there was a
spark in us throughout
the senior class and the
schoal,” said senior Don-
‘ovan Gary, “The way the
seniors are right now, I’
just so motivated.” - -

Burrough said he was
proud of his-seniors:

“You' couldn’t ask for
a better senior:class to
change the school,” he

said, adding they not only
met the goals set, they

- blew them out of the water.
~ 'The éenxﬁi's ef&n;ts Have -
had a tnckledOWn effect i

‘onthe yqunger spudents. .
‘The junior ¢lass
up fo meet and surpass

“the benchmark get.by the

senior class, Hancotk: said.

The sophemores” don’t ‘
Want to disappomt either
on the 'PLAN, and she said.

she’s had 10th grade stu-

dents askmg everyday if

the results were hack. =

- The studeneiisiihave-
mspn'ed the teachers. .

* “When the students are
more motivated; you get

more mohvated ” said Fox. .

“So, it’s ari excﬂmg titne.”
’Ihe science deparhnent
faculty stressed preppmg
for the ACT, said Fox. Each
Wednes ay, her class was
in the computer- lab going
over.online content to prac-

thoe

Central’s ACT compos-

ite score jumped- from 17.3

to 18.8 in'one year.- .

. “You don't- see: al 5
pomt jump- hardly ever,”
Burrough said. “It’s the
highest score 1 thmk we've
had in our school since the
whole junior class has been

tested as a state fest.”

Business teacher Laura
Latham agreed that every-
one — students, teachers

fSﬁ" ed” Iike yoirre workmg “work-

-ing, working and you doi’t
_see ﬂ;xe résult,” Lathami

ana administrators — have
stepped vp their game.
Centrals, motto is to-
“Dx’eam big, work hard,
achievé success.” |
“Smnetnmes you feel

sﬁi(f aild when we dld 1t

Stuﬁents Who met
careet and: college readi-
ness ‘henchmarks will

‘receive ¢ords for gradua-

fion, Burrough gaid, The

- schiool-alse is pIanmng a
- celebration ceremony for.

students. .
Evetirstudents Who
didn’ t initially meet bench-
marks, ate $till striving to
do so,, Interventions. have

‘bee: put in place, 'so some

students have even elected
to stay after.school to study
to retake the COMPASS
ot sit for an intervention

‘test called the Kentucky

Online Test (KYOTE) the
principal s#id:

“We're giving' them a
whole lot of opportumtles
and the kids are taking
them,” lie said.

Instead of looking at
groups of students or an
entire class to improve
scores, efforts have been
more honed in on individu-
als. :

“We re Ioolnng at everya

i
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smgle k1d a.ud what they've
. got-to-do,2 said: Latham
“Every*scenarlo s d1ffer—
ent.” :
- Starting in Iate Novem— :
ber, Central plans to. dssign
about 13 kids, to.teachers.
and faculty to: help make.-
sure each meets or suc-
ceeds benq mark Bur— ¥
rough’said, . L
" The prmclpal sald
he believes™ the scho@l
“can build on what' it has
‘achieved’this year and:
reach: ency. |
scored 56.6.
pomts tt-of 100 in 2012..
‘The school needs o, raise_
itsiscores to 58‘4 o be pro-
ficient. -
© Due to" prewous test
results, Central had.been
'named a persistently--
low achlewng school. It
was renamed 4 priority.
school bécause the state’s.
accountablhty mo. del
changed lastyear.
Prﬁonty schools must.
scoré- pl‘oﬁment two con-
-secutive years to lose the
label, .
Burrough thmks the
schogl is itp to the task.
“We are working harder-
than we ever had,” he said, .
.. The classes are veryv
ngorous compired:to Wh&t*,
they were. They are. getimgs :
an education that- everyonm;
would hke ¥

o




HERALD-LEADER EDITORIAL
11/11/12

Putting schools to the test
MUCH TO LIKE IN NEW SYSTEM, BUT SHORTCOMINGS MUST BE ADDRESSED

We hope Kentucky educators can mine loads of useful data from the new school assessments because the average parent or
taxpayer who tries to drill down into the statistical murk wili come away frustrated.

Also, Education Commissioner Terry Holliday and the state school board must quickly address two big concerns:
*How can the new system drive schools to improve when their annual goals are set so low?

" Why, when Kentucky graduates must compete globally, are we basing school performance standards not on the best schools
in the world but the highest-scoring schools in Kentucky?

Before explaining our concerns, we must applaud the many good changes Kentucky has made since 2009. As the first state to
adopt national standards in reading and math, Kentucky is afready giving students richer, deeper, more rlgorous content in the
classroom.

Where the wheels start falling off is the new plan for grading schools. Again there’s much to like, such as finally more
accurately measuring dropout rates.

~ What's questionable is whether the new system will drive school improvement fast enough, especially in schools where only
a few students are proficient in reading and math.

Even the lowest-performing schools, those scoring in the 20s on a 100-point scale, must improve by just 1 point by next year.
That’s a snail’s pace, especially if your child is stuck in an under-performing school.

As far as we can tell — and we admit, we’re flummoxed by much of K-PREP — the pace of required improvement will pick up
only a very little in the future, consigning too many kids to bad schools for too long. ‘

Also, for schools that fall short, there are no consequences and state assistance for only a few.

In fairness, Holliday and the Department of Education had to develop a new accountability system on the cheap because the
legistature threw out the old without providing any money to build the new. The state outsourced creation of the test that
students take to Pearson, a multinational, for-profit company.

The process seemed to break down when it came to grading school performance. A decision was made to grade schools, not
on any agreed upon criteria, but based on the scores of the top 30 percent in Kentucky.

School-level accountability was one of the things taxpayers got in 1990 in return for a penny sales tax increase to pay for
education reform and equalize funding for poor districts.

You can’t expect the public to pay more to expand early childhood education and make other improvements, as Kentucky
must to compete, without also measuring and publishing the results of that spending in a way that people can understand and
trust.

Kentucky's new system is still very much a work in progress, which leads to our final question for Holliday, the state school
board and lawmakers: Will a state that pioneered education accountabllity settle for a system that is so confusing, user-hostile
and lax as to render it irrelevant? Please, say no.
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Local test scores among highest in state
West Point Independent, LaRue County Schools in top 20

By Marty Finley

The first year of rankings for the Unbridled Learning accountability model, the newest form of statewide school
assessment, places three local school districts in the top 25 out of 174 districts tested. )

West Point Independent School was tied with Meade County at the 16th spot with a composite score of 63.5 while
LaRue County Schools finished 20th at 63.1. Elizabethtown Independent Schools was ranked 23rd with an overall
score of 61.8.

Schools and districts receive one overall score, on a scale of 1 to 100, that is created using the data from five
areas — achievement in various subject areas, student growth in reading and math, college and career readiness
among high school students, graduation rates and the proficiency of at-risk student populations. Schools and districts
also receive specific data in each of the five categories.

The tests are based on the more rigorous Kentucky Core Academic Standards in English and math, which have
been in place for a little more than a year.

West Point was the highest-ranked district in Hardin County in what turned out to be a transformative year.
Garnering some of the lowest scores in the state in certain areas last vear, the school district turned around its
fortunes with a “distinguished” mark this year.

Schools in the top 30 percent of scores are labeled “proficient” while the other 70 percent are labeled “needs
improvement.” The top 10 percent of schools earned a “distinguished” mark. This is recalculated every year based on
how the scores fall.

Hardin County Schools was tied with Bourbon County and Mayfield Independent in the 59th spot with a score of
57.8. HCS spokesman John Wright said the district is not dissuaded by the rankings because 70 percent of districts in
the state are labeled as “needs improvement.”

Wright pointed out HCS was only six-tenths of a point from a proficient ranking and is focusing more on growth
than labels. Wright said there is a possibility the district’s score could improve by several points next year but still fall
below the proficient ranking depending on performances of other schools.

“"We still don't like the label of ‘needs improvement,’ but we saw growth, so that’s good,” Wright said.

West Point Superintendent Pam Stephens said the district has created a reading program and improved the
district’s comprehension for social studies, a subject in which it scored last during the previous year.

Principal Lee Ann Mik said new guides have been incorporated within the district to coincide with the new
standards. Mik also meets with each teacher once a week and sends staff members to observe teachers in other
districts to help ensure best practices are followed. The district hopes to be among the top five in the state by 2016,

“We never let down our guard,” Mik said. “"We always challenge our students and we put a lot of faith in them.
They're all very talented individuals.”

Stephens said West Point was challenged to change the culture and is working to peel back a stigma placed on the

small district.
' “That's the (scores) we hope we can keep up in the district for years to come,” Stephens said.

LaRue County Schools saw a large gain this year, too, jumping from the 4 1st position last year. Superintendent
S5am Sanders said the district has seen sweeping improvements in the past 10 years, when LaRue was ranked 131st
in the state.

Sanders said the district has installed new programs, but success was attained through the resources of human
beings.

“We've put our emphasis on people,” he said.

Sanders said the district has hired the best administrators and teachers it can find and successfully retained them
as employees because of a competitive salary schedule that ranks among the best in the state.

"Our goal for a long time was to make top 10 percent, whlch is distinguished,” he said. “We only missed that by
three tenths of a point.”

Gary French, superintendent of E[|zabethtown Independent Schools, said the district finished in the 87th
percentile, falling just a few percentage points short of a distinguished rankmg

The district fared well in the achievement and growth categories, French said, but it recognizes the need for
improvement in the category of achievement gap. French said he hopes the scores are reflective of the district's desire
never to deviate from its mission of reaching each child every day.

“If we do that on a daily basis, then these test scores take care of themselves,” he said.
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State says four schools need special improvement

By Jennifer Corbett
Tuesday, November 13, 2012 at 5:45 pm

This is the second in a series on area schools’ scores under state assessment measures knows as KPREP.
The state has identified four area schools that need improvement in teaching students with disabilities.

Two Bardstown and two Nelson County schools have been labeled “focus schools” under KPREP, the state’s new accountability
system.

Bardstown Middle School, Bardstown High School, Bloomfield Middle School and Nelson County High School alt scored under the
state average in certain subject areas, which labeled each as a “focus school” under KPREP.

KPREP (Kentucky Performance Rating for Education Progress), which replaced the Kentucky Core Content Test that was under the
CATS system used in previous years, grades schools on five sections: achievement, growth, gap, college/career readiness and
graduation rate.

Once the grade is set, they're compared to other schools throughout Kentucky.

The areas in which the schools need to work on are their “focus area.”

Bardstown Middle School scored under state average in reading for students with disabilities, while Bardstown High School scored
under the state average for writing for students with disabilities.

The same is true for Nelson County schools. Bloomfield Middle School scored below the state average in reading for special education
students.

NCHS's focus areas were reading, writing and language mechanics for special needs students.
Both districts said they're working on ways to improve those scores for next year.

Anthony Orr, superintendent of Nelson County Schools, said the district is working to improve its scores by focusing on instructional
planning, to make sure there is an alignment between teaching and student work.

What this means is that Nelson County is making sure students’ homework is based off what they're learning in the classroom.
"What we will look at is simply making ourselves aware of the needs that some kids have,” Orr said_.
For example, teachers will teach a subject three different ways.

For instance, if a student is having difficulty understanding a math problem, the teacher may discuss it in a lecture, do a hands-on
activity or have students draw a picture to help them conceptualize the problem.

We'll “teach them how to do it this way,” Orr said. “Then, I'm going to teach them how to do it a second way. Then we're going to
practice it a third way. Then every kid gets the benefit of working that problem and find out what works for them.”

Brent Holsclaw, superintendent of the Bardstown Independent Board of Education, said he knows the elementary and middle school
has the tools to improve its KPREP score next year. :

'l know the teéchers and staff are working hard,” he said, noting that the diétrict utilizes the MAP assessment, which is taken by high
school sophomores, the EXPLORE, which is taken by eighth-graders, and the ACT, which is taken by high school juniors, to monitor
student progress.

“Our goal as a school system has always been to prepare students for the future,” he said.

Chris Pickett, Bardstown High School principal, said the schoal continued with mastery learning style, formative and summative
assessments and adjusting instruction to make sure students are not laft behind. '

They also plan to utilize professional learning communities.

htip:f fwww.kystandard.com/node/93593 ' Page 1 of 2
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“We're well aware of students who fall into each category,” he said. He said they are “making sure we recognize our students as
individuals.” ‘ .

Pickett added that the school is breaking down the KPREP data to “identify specifically what will take students to the next level.”
Even though BHS was labeled a “focus school” in the first year of KPREP, Pickett said he was pleased with the school's score.

“We're two points from being proficient,” he said. “We know we put in the hard work. (While we aren’t proficient this year,) | know we're
knocking on the door and we're metivated in meeting that next goal in proficiency and we're not stopping there.”

JENNIFER CORBETT can be contacted at jeorbett@kystandard.com
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South Oldham High has impressive test scores
and a drive to fix issues

4:12 PM, Nov 13, 2012

Written by

Emily Hagedorn

The Courier-Journal

South Oldham High School is like someone who is healthy — a marathon runrer, even — with a blood pressure problem.

That's how Anita Davis, Oldham County Schools’ chief academic officer, views South Qldham'’s results in the new state
assessments, which were released earlier this month. '

The state is expected to release individual student test scores to schools and parents within the next several days.

Overall, the district received a score of 66.3, rating it “distinguished” and putting it in the top 4 percent of districts in the
state.

And South Oldham High School was among nine of Oldham’s 17 schools to also be rated “distinguished,” beating out 96
percent of schools statewide.

But next to South Oldham’s score, rank and classification are two words: focus school. And it is the only school in the
district to be deemed as such.

‘I did not know that you could be both” distinguished and a focus school, Principal Dorenda Neihof said.

- Focus schools are a new addition to Kentucky educators’ vocabularies, born out of the recent sweeping statewide
education overhaul that has come under the name Unbridled Learning and that has also produced new student
assessments. '

- Aschool is designated a focus school if graduation rates fall below 60 percent for two consecutive years or if the school

has low test scores among typically underachieving populations, which include low-income, minority, disabled or

limited-English students.

In South Oldham's case, its writing scores among students with disabilities were low encugh for them to be in the
category.

“People have to keep this in perspective,” Davis said, going back to her analogy of a healthy person with high blood
pressure.

Neihof and other officials were quick to point out that they are focusing efforts on fixing this problem, along with issues
highlighted at other schools. '

And this shouldn’t overshadow the great work South Oldham has done and some of its more stellar programs, Neihof
said, adding, “You have to just do the best for the kids that you know how to do.”

Areas for growth
South Oldham received a score of 68.9, which is almost 14 points higher than the state average.

Going into this score is the fact that an average of 65 percent of South Oldham students scored proficient or
distinguished in the test’s seven subject areas, compared to an average of almost 43 percent of high schoolers statewide.

But South Oldham’s resuits are just a piece of how Oldham County fared.
: MORE




“We know that regardless of whether or not a school has a focus category attached with them, there will be areas that
need to be addressed. ... so it’s an opportunity to drill down,” Davis said at a recent special school board meeting.

While Goshen Elementary School at Hillcrest ranked in the top 1 percent of schools, La Grange Elementary ranked below
the state average, gettmg outranked by 57 percent of Kentucky schools.

La Grange was also among the six Oldham schools designated as needing improvement, which meant they were not in
the top 30 percent.

Other schools in this category include Centerfield Elementary, Crestwood Elementary, Kenwood Elementary, Liberty
Elementary and Oldham County Middle School.

Their problem areas included low percentages of students scoring proficient and distinguished in areas of the state
exam.

But overall the district has the most ground to gain, in terms of putting more distance between it and the state averages,
in its gap scores — the test scores among typically underachieving populations.

The new assessments rate schools and districts based on overall test scores, gap scores and academic growth among
students, in addition to the college and career readiness among middle and high schoolers and high school graduation
rates.

Davis said that the gap scores could possibly be improved through more professional development for teachers, more
frequent student assessments and student intervention methods.

South Oldham High School teachers were going to discuss their gap scores and focus area, in particular, durmg a recent
early-release day.

And all districts and schools are mandated by the state to develop improvement plans.

“There’s a lot of anxiety right now to take this ... and make some changes,” Davis said. “But the worst thing we can do is
put together a plan and not monitor it. We will be a system of continual improvement.”

Areas to celebrate

Neihof definitely has an eye on the test scores but is also quick to point out other areas of the school that are excelling
though aren’t directly reflected in the recent assessments.

If South Oldham should be known for anything, it should be its 16 Advanced Placement classes and seven classes that
offer dual college credit, she said.

Five years ago, 549 students took AP exams at the school compared to 897 last year.
All together, 1,092 students are enrolled in AP or dual credit classes this year, she said.

“It’s a great transition because they have the safety net of high school but with more pressure than before,” said
Christine Price, who has a doctorate in education and teaches an English dual credit course.

This was echoed by some of her students, who also said that the class teaches them lessons outside of the subject area
that will be helpful, such as note taking and study habits.

“You have to do a lot of writing,” said Kelsey Kidd, who is hoping to use the credit at Western Kentucky University. “I'm
trying to get ahead.”

The school’s Link Crew is also a shining point, Neihof said. It's part of a nationwide high school transition program that
pairs upperclassmen with freshmen.

MORE




South Oldham was the first Kentucky high school to have this, she said.

And through this, upperclassmen have intervened to help freshmen who were struggi'ing academically, along with
showing them around the school.

Standing in front of other upperclassmen in their Link Crew class, junior Hannah Wright and senior Makayla Fraim
practiced the lesson they would soon use in a freshman class.

Designed to teach the freshmen to work together and take comfort in the fact that high school gets easier, Hannah and
Makayla went over some puzzles and exercises they would use, sometimes repeatmg them to increase the chances that
more students will do better.

“Did you guys notice that, since you were familiar with the process more, you got more right?” Makayla asked.

Perhaps this could also work for Oldham County Schools — and schools statewide — with test scores, some said. With
time and more test cycles the system will become more understandable.

“It’s difficult information,” school hoard chairwoman Joyce Fletcher said. “It’s major changes in the state of Kentucky in
our curriculum and our assessment




The News-Enterprise Elizabethtown November 14, 2012

Dissecting test scores

Editorial:

ISSUE: Unbridled Learning test scores
OUR VIEW: Progress is worth the spotlight

The first scores from Kentucky’s new school assessment system released this month gave educators a good look
at where students stand.

It's long awaited information. The model was overhauled, the student tests were tougher and while school districts
were focused on the numeric scores, their status, so to speak, would depend on the performance of every other
district in the state.

The top 30 percent of schools are determined proficient or distinguished, meaning the benchmark for proficiency
will change every year. Schools essentially will be competing against each other to stay out of “needs improvement”
status.

Great successes were found in the scores for area schools. West Point Independent School and Meade County
Schools tied for 16th place among Kentucky's 174 school districts, putting them in the 91st percentile. LaRue County
Schools ranked 20th. Elizabethtown Independent Schools ranked 23rd. Six Hardin County Schools were deemed
proficient. Congratutations to those students and teachers.

Alt should strive for a spot at the top and celebrate their climb.

Yet, not long ago, state officials warned against rankings. In fact, rankings weren't released and you needed a
spreadsheet program or a lot of extra time to figure cut where schools ranked. The common analogy was that if two
schools, one at the south end of the state and one at the north end, raced to Florida, success would depend on miles
per hour, not who got there first.

It made sense then and it makes sense now. All of Kentucky is racing for proficiency and all gains — not just the
gains that push a district into the top 30 percent, the top 10 percent — should build moementum. ‘

Some school administrators have said they are not overly concerned with the label, from needs improvement to
distinguished, but focused on individual scores and progress. That's important. It's up to dIStrICtS and schools now to
tear apart this data and use it to determine-what’s working in the classroom.

Parents, too, should take a closer look at the data. A lot of attention has gone to districtwide composite scores,
but the scores break down to schools and subjects. Every district and every school has its own report card. All are
available at http://applications.education.ky.gov/SRC/.

The information, along with schools’ internal assessments such as Hardin County Schools’ MAPS program, gives
teachers knowledge to build improvement plans.

It also challenges us to think about how education will move forward and what priorities and attitudes need to
shift.

The report cards also contain non-testing data that show, for example, 92 of the 110 students at West Point
Independent School receive a free or reduced-price lunch. It seems obvious to ask what we can learn from West Pomt
Independent School about closing achievement gaps for lower-income students.,

Elsewhere, almost 95 percent of LaRue County Schools’ computers meet minimum state standards, compared to
about 72 percent statewide. How does that play into student performance and how can schools make it affordable?

50, now, let’s start talking, planning. This was a baseline year and from here, we fortify and build.
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Russell Middle celebrates honor
Mike James/The Independent

RUSSELL — Academic accolades are the norm in
Russell schools, but that didn’t diminish the elation
Wednesday when Russell Middle School celebrated its
latest honor.

Students, teachers and staff filled the gym with cheers
and applause during an assembly to mark the school’s
new designation: Under the new Kentucky
accountability testing system, Russell Middle is a
distinguished school based on test scores being in the top
10 percent statewide. —

“This means you are the best. You have put the history
of Russell and its legacy and tradition of excellence on
the map,” Superintendent Susan Compton told students.

Nearly 500 sixth-, seventh- and eighth-graders, most of
them dressed in commemorative T-shirts, sent up a
thundering cheer. The T-shirts, supplied by community
donors, were screen-printed with the message, “We
practiced, we tested, we conguered.”

It was a party mood. Teachers showed their dance moves
to the raucous appreciation of the students, and then
stood back as students busted moves of their own.

In a school where the bar is already set high, Russell
students moved it even farther, according to Principal
Sean Horne. Horne offered a shout-out to last vear’s
eighth-graders, who are now freshmen at Russell High,
noting their stellar performance on the Explore test, a
precursor to the ACT. That group’s composite score was
an impressive 16.9.

Newly released Explore scores for this year’s eighth-
graders show they did even better, with a composite
score of 17, the highest Russell score since the school
began administering the test, he said.

Teachers were as elated, perhaps more so, than the
students. The recognition was validation for months of
hard work in the face of a new and rigorous

accountability system, English teacher Carol Digby said.

More than that, it inspires students, she hopes. “We try
to instill in them the feeling of success and belonging to
something bigger than themselves,” she said.

Faculty, support staff and students did it as a team, she
said. “This is a special building. It’s like a family here.
1t’s our second family.”

Ultimately, the tests and the tributes are secondary to the
primary reason for school, she said. “We don’t work
here every day for high K-Prep scores, but to teach kids
to be productive members of society.”

#Hi#H
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iSome area schools lag behind state in education growth

Scores vary widely among individual schools in growth score of KPREP

By Jennifer Corbett
Saturday, November 17, 2012 at 12:02 pm

Students in area schools overall are making progress in their education when compared to schools around the state, although some lag
behind the state average.

In Nelson County Schools, according to recently released statewide accountability tests, 65.5 percent of elementary students were
considered as making improvement in either reading or math. Among middle schools, that dropped to 65 percent of students making
progress. Statewide, 60.5 percent of eleméntary students showed growth and 80.4 percent of middie schoolers.

However, Nelson County High School Was below the state average of 58.5 percent showing growth. The school scored 55.4 percent
All Bardstown schools scored below the state average. (See accompanying tabile).

Measures were broken down by individual schools, with widely varying scores.

The growth measured by the state was in math and reading.

Area school officials say the benchmark year for KPREP showed they are on the right path, but they still have room for improvement.

The Kentucky Performance Rating for Education Progress (KPREP) replaced the CATS system that was used in previous years.

Nelson County scored in the 45th percentile overall statewide, while Bardstown scored in the 29th. The percentiles show how the
districts stacked up with others across the state.

With the number of schools and the bell-shaped curve on which they are ranked, just a few points in their overall scores can drastically
affect where they fall in the percentile. .

For instance, overall, Nelson Cournty scored a 54.1 on KPREP, while Bardstown scored 51.6.

Growth is just one of several factors upon which the overall score is based. KPREP grades schools on five sections: achievement,
growth, gap, college/career readiness and graduation rate. Once the grade is set, school districts are compared to other schools
throughout Kentucky. .

“This is a new beginning,” said Brent Holsclaw, superintendent of the Bardstown Independent Board of Education.

Some parents may feel some "sticker shock” when they see the test scores, Anthony Orr, superintendent of Nelson County Schools
warned. The grading scale has changed from 0-140 to 0-100.

But Holsclaw said KPREP is “well worth a score iowering because the child is being challenged more and is more prepared for the
future.”

The goal of KPREP is to continually move students to a higher standard of leaming, even if they're already considered proficient,
according to Tim Beck, director of elementary schools for the Nelson County Board of Education.

According to Holsclaw, standards inside the classroom have been increased fo ensure all students grow.
For example, what has been taught in the fifth grade is now being taught in the fourth grade.

“We're going to be ahead of the curve while others are struggling,” Holsclaw said in comparing Kentucky to other states.
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well. A decade ago, nearly a fourth of all
teachers had 20 or more years of experi-
ence, but now lh_e tota.l is less than a ﬁfth

h1gh school math ¢
pears to be a shorts
comes to science ck:

] not yetonline; it
thhelatest proﬁles
districts, which E
make it much easierto compare such -
things as personnc i '

- er interesting stud_t by OEA over. the Yo

years can be found:as well; if you would
Iike fo know more, its website is

. hitpy//wwwirc kygov/oea/. i you would
. like to see our local school report cards,

they can be found at the Dept. of Educa—

* tion’s website: hitp://applications.educa-
tion kygov/SRC/
' These reports cover a lot of ground, but

if you have any questions about them or
any other issue affecting the state, I

- would Iike to know.

JOHNTILLEY, D-Hopkinsvil, i the th Distictstae represntative.
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scores :
More Muhlenberg

lthe the Kent ky Perfor—
mance Ratmg fot Educational
Progress (K-PREP) exams in

“April, teachers pamcked -

privately.

“Our staff was stressed NS

" said Prmmpal ‘Robby Davis.

“Not only had they never .

seen this test’before — 50
they didn’t know what 'to
expect — but we were sup-
_ posed t6 ‘switch buildings
in'jast a few days, ‘Get your
" whole fooin ready to move,
" biit before you go, gwe this

huge assessment.’ They.

" didn’t know what to expect.”

- Of Muhlenberg County’s
eight schools, only Brémen
was deemed proficient with
a score of 63 on a 100-point
scale, between 2 and 11

SEE BREMENIPAGF ﬁz

- "EROM THE FROHT PAGE
pomts higher than any
other site. Though overall
district scores landed stu-

. ‘dents among the 46th per-
centile statewide, Bremen
children ranked among

*the state’s top 30 percent.

Matt Perkins, assistant
superintendent of instruc-
tion “at Miihlenberg Coun-
ty Schools, credited the
Bremen’s success to stam-

‘ina and efficiency.

“They really took it
upon themselves to put
energy into test prep

.skills, like timing the kids

on-everyday "activities

throughout the year,” he

said, shortly after scores
were released Nov. 2.

“They did_that. more than

any other school, but you

“better believe we're doing -
that across the dlStI'lCt'

now.”

Settmg tlme hmlts
Perkins said, encourages
urgency.

“We had: kids in; every

school who couldn’t com-

..Dlete their reading passag-.
“es, Iet alone the full assess-

ments he: sald .
Slmllar to ‘the "ACT,

__.KPREP exams for grades -
-'three through eight use a

‘blended medel of nation-
al- and state-mandated '
‘test questions, including -

.. multiple-choice, extend- :

ed-response and short’
answer items. '
“The reading sectmns
are much longer than
those our kids have seen
in class;” Perkins said. “If
you've never seen.that
kind of structure, it can

" be intimidating. Our diag-

nostic assessments show

we saw on the state fests.
So why weren't our scores
reflective of that?”

At Bremen, Lori Den-
nis, curnculum specialist,
said educators fime stu-
dents on pop quizzes, unit

- tests and end-of-course

assessments. At least once
a year, they hold practice

" assessments — dubbed.

scrimmages'-—— with cus-
tomized Common Core
exams created by Bremen

‘teachers in their free time.

. “I’s one thing to help
_them learn the content,
but other variables can
‘hinder their ability to com-

municate those skilis,” Den- -

" nis said. “We’re confident

that our kids learned the
‘standards, and scrimmages
.give us a chance to prac-

:tice while we still have time

|to improve. Qur téachers -

~check constantly, of course;

but you want to make sure

“they're retammg the mfor—
mationaswe go.” "
Teachers. schioolwide
were trained in test item
development, i'r.tclu:di'ng
‘those wrifing tests in read- .
.ing and math for grades
K2, .

~“This our chance to
tur_n em lose and see what
they can-do on their own,”
Ishe said. “After Thanksgiv-
_ing break, we'll follow up
“with: knee-to-knee conver-
_sations with every student.
“‘This is what you did great

-on. You're not $0 good

‘here, how can I help?” And
we encourage teachers to
look at big picture, too.
. They fill out blueprint data
 for me, What standard was
1this question desigried fo .
assess? What verbs are

t you using here? What cog- :

nitive skills are you test-
ing there? If seven or eight -
students missed question |

. No. 1, do we know why?

‘We want our practice

LYW -agsessments to be totall
our kids are much further LoD oy

along content-wise than

congruent with Common
Core.

This year was a first,
-she said, a complete

unknown. When students
completed the exams in
April, still surrounded
by sparse walls and card-
-board boxes, Dennis said
_teachers “were worried to
death.”

“Now that we: know the

standards, we know what
1o shoot for,”- she-said.
“Of course we have gaps, -
but we're working toward:
-data-driven. improvement
land intérventions through
the year to help students
rachieve mastery. as they -
g0, How do you eat a bear?
lOne bite at a time.”: .
.Students. acrOSS
fMuhlenberg County will
‘sit Monday for a strearii-
lined version of Dennis’
'scrimmage exams. With
-the results, Perkins said
educators w_ill look for
' growth i comprehensibn‘ :
and pacing. :
“In April, we had kids
who realized in that first

test they wouldn't be able .

| to finish, and it upset ﬂlem,”

he said. “As the day pro-
gressed, we could see them
 get more and more down.
We're adaphng, irhproving,
putfing a laserlike focus on
Common Core and not only
how our teachers deliver
that content, buit. how we -
prepare students for assess-
ing the material.” _

Next year, Perkins said,
every Muhlenberg Coun-
ty school will score at or
above proficiency.

“Tt only gets better from
here.”

Megan Hartis, 681-7302,
mharris@messenger-inguirer.
com
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Kentucky's new
test leaves many
questions
unanswered

By Jim Waters, Contributing Writer
Danville Advocate Messenger
November 19, 2012 Pagelof 2

Grand Canyon-esque gaps in math
scores. Praise for poorly performing
schools. Failed top-down policies.

So far, the developing story being told
by the initial batch of results from
Kentucky’s new testing system
suggests that our public education
system’s performance is — when
compared to previous testing results
— more of a déja-vu-all-over-again

narrative than a success in adequately

preparing students for the future.

However, the jury is still out on how
much, if any, improvement the new
Kentucky Performance Rating for

Educational Progress (K-PREP) will

offer beyond previous testing systems
in providing an accurate picture of,
and steps to improve schools’
performance.

. Plenty of anxieties remain concerning:

Learning gaps

Statewide, K-PREP elementary and
middle school reading proficiency
rate gaps between white and black

students and whites and Hispanics
are larger than in the previous testing
system.

An even unhappier picture emerges
when individual schools are graded.

Education analyst Richard Innes
reports the new K-PREP math scores
reveal enormous proficiency rate gaps
of at least 30 points between‘whites
and blacks in 21 out of 88 Jefferson
County public elementary schools
with adequate data.

The new numbers reveal that
taxpayers, who will shell out $8.4
billion during the current General
Fund budget for public schools, were
duped by previous rosy claims from
CATS — K-PREPs predecessor —
which inflated scores and lowered the
bar even as the competition for good

- jobs grows more global and fiercer

from better educated students in
China and India.

That’s the biggest gap of all — where
our education system is, and where
our students need to be when they
search for employment.

That $8.4 billion is a massive price tag
for such large learning gaps.

Huge grading curves

Displeasure with our public school
system should turn to outrage once
the public learns that after going
through all of the rigmarole of a new
testing system, evidence surfaced that
Kentucky's K-PREP seems to be
playing an updated version of “calling
evil good.” MORE
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In this case, it’s calling “failure
distinguished.”

For instance, two Jefferson County
schools — Norton and Brandeis
Elementary — had math proficiency
rate gaps of more than 50 points
between whites and blacks, yet each
is being recognized as a “School of
Distinction.”

Officials claim these schools
outperform 95 percent of all
Kentucky elementary schools and will

face no consequences for leaving their

black students so far behind.

“No way do they deserve to duck
consequences considering their
performance related to minority
students,” Innes said.

Failing to protect vulnerable
students '

While the Bush administration’s No
Child Left Behind was yet another on
the heap of failed big-government
education programs, it did sift
through the mire of scores to provide
some accountability for the
performance of minorities and
students with learning disabilities —
groups previously ignored.

However, Innes notes that the K-
PREP results — released with little
consideration for making them more
understandable for the experts (much
less parents) to decipher — lump
minorities and students with learning

disabilities into one overall
calculation.

As a result, groups once protecﬁed
from being passed over by NCLB
accountability again remain in danger

of being left behind.
No charter schools

By approving Initiative 1240 on
Election Day, Washington voters |
made theirs the 42nd state to approve
charter schools. Kentucky should
become No. 43, especially in light of
the continuing learning gaps exposed
by K-PREP and the fact that charter
schools offer hope for those very
students most likely to get left behind
in traditional public schools.

On top of denying parents the option
of choosing a public charter school for
their children, now the
commonwealth must also endure yet
another testing system optimistically
labeled “Unbridled Learning.”

Jim Waters is acting president of the
Bluegrass Institute, Kentucky’s free-market

think tank. Reach him at
jwaters@freedomkentucky.com.

END




Bell principals
tell school board

about test scores

Middleshoro Daily News
By Anthony Cloud, Staff Writer
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Principals from Bell County schools attended
the Bell County Board of Education meeting
on Monday to address the K-PREP scores
recently received. Fach principal commented
on the good and the bad from the test results,
as well as addressing how they plan to
improve as time goes on.

There are several differences between the new
K-PREP test and the KCCT exam of the past.
K-PREP is based on a 100 point scale and is a
comparison exam — comparing schools and
students.

The exam also compares schools in areas such
as achievement, growth, gap and college and
career. All K-Prep scores are counted the
same.

Bell County High School Principal Richard
Gambrel said his school was above state
average in English. According to Gambrel,
reading scores for the boys were also above
the state average.

Free and reduced students scored 10 points
above the state average in English, he noted.

‘One main area for concern in English was the
amount of novice students, which is on the
lower end of the performance scale for the K-
PREP test.

In the math department, 41 percent of the
students scored in the novice range. The
school has implemented a new math program
— Math Transformation — and have started
* incorporating the ALEKS program with
targeted group, which Gambrel said he
expects to boost math scores.

" In social studies, Gambrel said the focus is on

essay style writing instead of open response
questions. He said the school teaches using
primary sources.

Areas for concerns in the area include a high
novice percentage and a low distinguished
percentage. At Bell High, 51 percent of the
students scored novice while four percent of
the students scored distinguished, the highest
possible performance level. In social studies,

-Gambrel plans to put more emphasis on

constructed response.

In science, free and reduced students scored
better than the state average.

Gammbrel said the school will continue
grouping students by ability in science
classes, focusing on moving toward
formulating effective constructed responses.
There are also plans to re-align freshmen
science standards.

Overall, Gambrel said the areas for
improvement include the academic areas of

math, reading, science and College and Career
Readiness.

Thirty minute classes have been scheduled
within the school day to provide students the
opportunity for extra help in areas of math,
reading and ACT prep, according to Gambrel.
Programs being used during that time include
ALEKS, Reading Revisited, Accelerated math
and various websites including NMSI and
Study Tsland.

The school has also partnered with Advance
Kentucky to make the curriculum more
rigorous, They are also using ACT Quality
Core across the curriculum, which is aligned
with college and career standards.

Bell Central principal Greg Wilson had
several celebration points for his school.
According to Wilson, at the elementary level
(third through fifth grade) the school had an
accountability score of 64.9. That placed the
school in the 78th percentile, which is

categorized as a proficient school. =~ MORE
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At the elementary level, the school is ranked
first in the district and first out of 27 schools
in Bell, Knox and Harlan counties.

Page 2 of 3

The school scored 100 — the maximum points
possible — in science in the fourth grade and

* social studies in the fifth grade. The school

also ranked first in the district and exceeded
the state average in everything except
language mechanics at the elementary level,
according to Wilson.

The school was also above the district and
state average in every elementary grade. They
scored first in the district with the gap
students and second in the district in the
growth score at the elementary level.

In the middle grade level of sixth through
eighth, Bell Central received an accountability
score of 56.1, which place them in the 57th
percentile and classified the school as a needs
improvement school. Wilson stated the
school was only 2.6 points from being
classified as proficient.

The school ranked fourth in the district at this
level and seventh out of 20 schools in Bell,
Knox and Harlan counties, according to
Wilson.

Wilson also said the middle grade level
performed consistently in all four areas by
ranking fourth in achievement, fourth in gap,
fourth in growth and second in college and
career readiness.

Though the school was fairly successful in the
assessment, Wilson said there are still stated
areas needing work. Language mechanics is
one area. The school was below the state
average at the elementary and middle level.
Wilson plans to have daily language practice
to assist the problem.

Wilson also wants to increase the percentage
of distingnished students in math. Wilson
said staff is going to identify students who
should be distinguished and meet with them

and set expectations and hold them
accountable.

Wilson wants to continue working on growth
by monitoring individual student growth on
MAP and identify students not showing
adequate growth, then develop a plan for
those students.

The school also wants to improve at the
middle grade level, where they lack 2.6 point
to be proficient. Wilson stated the
administration has spent a lot of energy at the
primary level the last few years, and they need
to balance the time and focus on the middie

. grades as well.

Frakes School Center principal Bill Gibson
stated Frakes ranked first in the district with

" a combined overall score of 61.5. At the

elementary level, the school received 100
percent proficient/distinguished in social
studies. The school received 94 percent
proficient/distinguished in science at the
elementary level.

[n the middle grade level, the school received
100 percent proficient/distingnished in both

social studies and science. The seventh grade
received 70 percent proficient/distinguished

in reading,

Some of the concerns for Frakes revolve
around a high percentage of novice and
apprentice students in math at the elementary
and middle grades. Gibson also stated their is
a high percentage of novice and apprentice in
elementary reading.

There were no students that scored proficient
in writing at the elementary and middle
grades, and 60 percent of the students scored
novice in writing mechanics.

Gibson plans to improve in math by
implementing Corrective Math this year. He
also stated he and a first grade teacher
artended a Singapore math work shop
recently and plan to integrate those strategies
with the current math system.

Frakes will continue the interventions they
MORE : '




Middlesboro Daily News

Nov. 20, 2012 Page 3 of 3

currently have in place, including reading
mastery and reading recovery.

Lisa Smith, principal at Page School Center,
reported her school took a hit in middle grade
math. She said some of the problem could
have resulted from a teacher change in the
middle of the year.

She stated the school's main success came in
the form of middle level writing. The school
had 65 percent of the students score
proficient/distinguished. She also stated the
elementary and middle school science and
social studies had success.

There has been an upgrade in a reading
program at the primary level. The upgraded
program makes reading more interactive and
may be able to take care of some issues with
reading.

The school has also implemented calendar
math through the sixth grade. The school also
- has Corrective Math. Smith stated the school
uses para-educators on a daily basis.

Right Fork Elementary Principal Pam Collett
announced the school ranked in the 8lst
percentile in the middle grades. Collett said
the school was above the district and state
average in reading, writing and language.

She also reported the school was above the
district and state average in achievement and
gap. The middle grade level was also above the
district and state average in growth.

Right Fork fell behind in elementary growth.
The elementary ranked in the 14th percentile
in growth. Collett also stated the percentage
of elementary and middle grade students in
social studies was horrible.

Some things Collett plans to do to help the
problems include Corrective Reading,
Response to Intervention (RTI), Prep for
Math, and many other programs.

When it comes to college and career
readiness, 70 percent of students are at

benchmark. In the 2011-2012 school year, 43
percent of the students were at benchmark.

Yellow Creek School Center principal Jerry
Lawson said the school scored proficient with
a 72 percent ranking,. They also ranked first in
the district in achievement and gap.

There was a significant amount of middle
grade students who scored
proficient/distinguished. There were 61
percent of students who scored proficient in
science, 65 percent in writing, 78 percent in
social studies and 57 percent in reading.

The sixth grade reading had a growth of 44
percent, while math had 62 percent growth
and 8th grade reading had 55.3 percent
growth.

At the elementary level, 50 percent of the
students scored proficient in third grade
reading, 70 percent in fourth grade science
and 61 percent in fifth grade social studies.

The main areas for concerns for the school are
in math. Lawson stated math is the greatest
need across the board. Fifty percent of
students scored apprentice in math.

He also stated several students scored novice
in elementary reading,

Lawson plans to use all the data to place
students in RTT groups. He also wants to
continue using Corrective Math and
Corrective Reading. There will also be a focus
on special needs children.

The school will continue working on time

assessments to mirror the K-PREP.

After school tutoring is also available, he said.

Kevin Wilder from Lone Jack School Center
was not present at the meeting, but plans to
address the board during its next meeting.

Anthony Cloud is a staff writer for the Middlesboro
Daily News. He can be contacted via email at

acloud@heartlandpublications.com or by phone at
606-248-1010, ext. 208.

END
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Principals from Bell County schools
attended the Bell County Board of
Education meeting on Monday to address
the K-PREP scores recently received. Each
principal commented on the good and the
bad from the test results, as well as
addressing how they plan to improve as
time goes on.

There are several differences between the
new K-PREP test and the KCCT exam of the
past. K-PREP is based on a 100 point scale
and is a comparison exam — comparing
schools and students.

The exam also compares schools in areas
such as achievement, growth, gap and
college and career. All K-Prep scores are
counted the same.

Bell County High School Principal Richard
Gambrel said his school was above state
average in English. According to Gambrel,
reading scores for the boys were also above
the state average.

Free and reduced students scored 10 points
above the state average in English, he
noted.

One main area for concern in English was
the amount of novice students, which is on
the lower end of the performance scale for
the K-PREP test.

In the math department, 41 percent of the
students scored in the novice range. The

school has implemented a new math
program — Math Transformation — and
have started incorporating the ALEKS
program with targeted group, which
Gambrel said he expects to boost math
SCores.

In social studies, Gambrel said the focus is
on essay style writing instead of open
response questions. He said the school
teaches using primary sources.

Areas for concerns in the area include a
high novice percentage and a low
distinguished percentage. At Bell High, 51
percent of the students scored novice while
four percent of the students scored
distinguished, the highest possible
performance level. In social studies,
Gambrel plans to put more emphasis on
constructed response.

In.science, free and reduced students
scored hetter than the state average.

Gambrel said the school will continue
grouping students by ability in science
classes, focusing on moving toward
formulating effective constructed
responses. There are also plans to re-align
freshmen science standards.

Overall, Gambrel said the areas for
improvement include the academic areas of
math, reading, science and College and
Career Readiness.

Thirty minute classes have been scheduled
within the school day to provide students
the opportunity for extra help in areas of
math, reading and ACT prep, according to
Gambrel. Programs being used during that
time include ALEKS, Reading Revisited,
Accelerated math and various websites
including NMSI and Study Isiand.

The schootl has also partnered with Advance
MORE '
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Kentucky to make the curriculum more
rigorous. They are also using ACT Quality
Core across the curriculum, which is aligned
with college and career standards.

Bell Central principal Greg Wilson had
several celebration points for his school.
According to Wilson, at the elementary
level {third through fifth grade) the school
had an accountability score of 64.9. That
placed the school in the 78th percentile,
which is categorized as a proficient school.

At the elementary level, the school is
ranked first in the district and first out of 27
schools in Bell, Knox and Harlan counties.

The school scored 100 — the maximum
points possible — in science in the fourth
grade and social studies in the fifth grade.
The school also ranked first in the district
and exceeded the state average in
everything except language mechanics at
the elementary level, according to Wilson.

The school was also above the district and
state average in every elementary grade.
They scored first in the district with the gap
students and second in the district in the
growth score at the elementary level.

In the middle grade level of sixth through
eighth, Bell Central received an
accountability score of 56.1, which place
them in the 57th percentile and classified
the school as a needs improvement school.
Wilson stated the school was only 2.6
points from being classified as proficient.

The school ranked fourth in the district at
this level and seventh out of 20 schools in
Bell, Knox and Harlan counties, according to
Wilson.

Wilson also said the middle grade level
performed consistently in all four areas by
ranking fourth in achievement, fourth in
gap, fourth in growth and second in college
and career readiness.

Though the school was fairly successful in
the assessment, Wilson said there are still
stated areas needing work. Language
mechanics is one area. The school was
below the state average at the elementary
and middle level. Wilson plans to have daily
language practice to assist the problem.

Wilson also wants to increase the
percentage of distinguished students in
math. Wilson said staff is going to identify
students who should be distinguished and
meet with them and set expectations and
hold them accountable.

Wilson wants to continue working on
growth by monitoring individual student
growth on MAP and identify students not
showing adequate growth, then develop a
plan for those students.

The school also wants to improve at the
middle grade level, where they lack 2.6
point to be proficient. Wilson stated the
administration has spent a lot of energy at
the primary level the last few years, and
they need to balance the time and focus on
the middle grades as well. '

Frakes School Center principal Bill Gibson
stated Frakes ranked first in the district with
a combined overall score of 61.5. At the
elementary level, the school received 100
percent proficient/distinguished in social
studies.The school received 94 percent
proficient/distinguished in science at the
elementary level.

In the middle grade level, the school
received 100 percent MORE
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proficient/distinguished in both social
studies and science. The seventh grade
received 70 percent
proficient/distinguished in reading.

Some of the concerns for Frakes revolve
around a high percentage of novice and
apprentice students in math at the
elementary and middle grades. Gibson also
stated their is a high percentage of novice
and apprentice in elementary reading.

There were no students that scored
proficient in writing at the elementary and
middle grades, and 60 percent of the
students scored novice in writing
mechanics.

Gibson plans to improve in math by
‘implementing Corrective Math this year. He
also stated he and a first grade teacher
attended a Singapore math work shop
recently and plan to integrate those
strategies with the current math system.

Frakes will continue the interventions they
currently have in place, including reading
mastery and reading recovery.

Lisa Smith, principal at Page School Center,
reported her school took a hit in middle
grade math. She said some of the problem
could have resulted from a teacher change
in the middle of the year.

She stated the school’'s main success came
in the form of middie level writing. The
school had 65 percent of the students score
proficient/distinguished. She also stated the
elementary and middle school science and
social studies had success.

There has been an upgrade in a reading
program at the primary level. The upgraded

program makes reading more interactive
and may be able to take care of some issues
with reading.

The school has also implemented calendar
math through the sixth grade. The school
also has Corrective Math. Smith stated the
school uses para-educators on a daily basis.

Right Fork Elementary Principal Pam Collett
announced the school ranked in the 81st
percentile in the middle grades. Collett said
the school was above the district and state
average in reading, writing and language.

She also reported the school was above the
district and state average in achievement
and gap. The middle grade level was also
above the district and state average in
growth.

Right Fork fell behind in elementary growth.
The elementary ranked in the 14th _
percentile in growth. Collett also stated the
percentage of elementary and middle grade
students in social studies was horrible.

Some things Collett plans to do to help the
problems include Corrective Reading,
Response to Intervention (RTI), Prep for
Math, and many other programs.

When it comes to college and career
readiness, 70 percent of students are at
benchmark. In the 2011-2012 school year,
45 percent of the students were at
benchmark.

Yeliow Creek School Center principal Jerry
Lawson said the school scored proficient
with a 72 percent ranking. They also ranked
first in the district in achievement and gap.

There was a significant amount of middle
grade students who scored
proficient/distinguished. There were 61
percent of students who scored proficient
MORE
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in science, 65 percent in writing, 78 percent
in social studies and 57 percent in reading.

The sixth grade reading had a growth of 44
percent, while math had 62 percent growth
and 8th grade reading had 55.3 percent
growth.

At the elementary level, 50 percent of the
students scored proficient in third grade
reading, 70 percent in fourth grade science
and 61 percentin fifth grade social studies.

The main areas for concerns for the school
are in math. Lawson stated math is the
greatest need across the board. Fifty
percent of students scored apprentice in
math.

He also stated several students scored
novice in elementary reading.

Lawson plans to use all the data to place
students in RTI groups. He also wants to
continue using Corrective Math and
Corrective Reading. There will also be a
focus on special needs children.

The school will continue working on time
assessments to mirror the K-PREP.

After school tutoring is also available, he
said.

Kevin Wilder from Lone Jack School Center
was not present at the meeting, but plans
to address the board during its next
meeting.

Anthony Cloud is a staff writer for the
Middlesboro Daily News. He can be
contacted via email at
acloud@heartlandpublications.com or by
phone at 606-248-1010, ext. 208.

END
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The dreaded K-PREP scores — causing
headaches for many schools and districts
across Kentucky — were discussed during
the Pineville School Board meeting this
week. As with many other schools, board
members and faculty were not pleased with
the results.

Supervisor Paula Goodin reported the
overall score for the elementary grades was
46.7, with the goal for the next assessment
in May being 62.5.

For the middles grade levels, the overall
score was 54, she said, adding the new goal
for the next testing window is 58.7.

And, according to Goodin, the high school’s
overall score was 49.7, with the goal for
May being set at 58.4.

As a whole, the Pineville district scored a
50.1. The goal for the district in the spring
assessment is 58.4.

K-PREP is broken down into five different
areas — achievement, gap, growth, college
and career readiness and graduation rate.

The achievement portion of the exam is
based on how weil an individual scores on
the exam. Growth is based on how students
improve each year. Gap scores reflect on
how well minority groups score on the test.

College and career readiness is affected by
the EXPLORE, ACT and other assessments.

The graduate rate is based on the number
of students that enroll as freshmen in
comparison to the number of students who
graduate four years later.

Though some test scores were lower than
anticipated, there were many areas where
the school scored above the state average.
These included the middle and high school
grade levels.

In reading, the middle grades scored a 60.5,
beating the state average by 1.5 points. The
middle grades also scored above the state
average in science, writing, language
mechanics and social studies. These areas
received a perfect score.

The high school scored above the state
average in science with a 55.6. The state
average was 52.8.

Goodin stated she believes the next scores
will show improvement.

“Our children are learning everyday,” said
Goodin.

Following the presentation of the K-PREP
scores, the focus shifted to the EXPLORE
and PLAN assessments, which were taken in
September. The EXPLORE exam is the
eighth grade predictor for how students will
score as juniors on the ACT exam which is
crucial for college admission. The PLAN
exam predicts how sophomores are
progressing and will score on the ACT.

With the EXPLORE exam, Goodin said there
was a slight drop in English and reading. She
then stated there was a growth in math and
science. Overall, the district dropped a
tenth of a point.

The school is accountable for the
MORE
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percentage of students who meet the
benchmark in three subjects — English,
reading and math.

In English, 76.7 percent of the students met
the benchmark. Results for reading show 40
percent of students met the benchmark,
while in math only 26.7 percent of the
children met benchmark.

- Scores increased in each aspect of the PLAN
exam for sophomores.

In English, the score increased for 14.8 to
15.8. The math scores increased from 15.6
to 15.8. The reading score increased from

- 14.7 to 16.9. Science scores increased from
16.3t0 17.5.

The overall score for the district in the PLAN
exam increased from 15.7 to 16.7.

“Anytime you move up a point on any type
of ACT exam you are doing well,” said
Goodin.

When it came to students performing at
benchmark level, 60 percent of the students
met the English benchmark. In reading, 47.5
percent were reading on benchmark level
while only 15 percent were at the science
benchmark. Only 7.5 percent of students
performed at benchmark in math.

Both Pineville High School principal William
Keyes and Pineville Elementary principal
Cynthia Smith said they have and continue
to implement programs and activities to
increase scores.

Keyes said the high school is coming up with
a mentoring program that involves school
faculty helping children improve on test
scores. Keyes said there have been 29
students identified for the program. Each

teacher and staff member will have a
minimum of one student to mentor.

Keyes stated that everyone should be
available for after-school tutoring sessions
and teach reading and writing across the
curriculum. In addition, Keyes stated he
plans to increase expectations for students
and have teachers teaching from bell to
bell.

He also hopes to increase parent contact.

Smith also showed an interest in starting a
mentoring program for students who need
improvement, as well as having teachers
create a personal growth plan for
themselves.

Teachers are also expected to began
creating success plans for all students who
did not score in the proficient to
distinguished range on the K-PREP.

Smith said there are plans to enhance the
after-school program and purchase new
testing material that will model the new
standards established by the state.

Anthony Cloud is a staff writer for the
Middlesboro Daily News. He can be
contacted via email at
acloud@heartlandpublications.com or by
phone at 606-248-1010, ext. 208.

END
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‘Hanson
“scores
in 94th

percentile

 MESSENGER STAFFWRITER
ESCHMITT@THE- MESSENGERCDM

HANSON Admxms—
trators and staff at Hanson
Elertie tary weren’t sure
what t0-expect o state
test scores this year

After. all, thei_ whole

schools by a new account-
ability system, "

So learning the resuits
for the 2012 Kentucky
Performance Rating
for Education Progress
exams came as a relief

and a bit of a surprise to

those at the school.

Hanson Elementary
was 'deemed a distin-
guished school, reserved
for scliools in the state
scoring in the 90th percen-
tile or above.

Scoring in the 94th per-
centile of all elementaries
in Kentucky, Hanson was

-also named to the highest
performing school catego-
ry.

Prmc:1pal Jon Wells
credits the teachers, stu-
dents and parents for Han-
s01'S SUCCess. ‘

He stressed, however,
that each school in the
district has equally hard-
working students, teach-
ers ahd parent suppott. .

state was noW scormg ali -t

Hanson has a history
of excelling on state test-

ing. The school has been

considered a pacemaker
by the state, consistently
Iandmg in the top 10 per
cent, since 2004,

Former Principal DeDe
Ashby, now the principal
at Madisonville-North
Hopkins High School was
1nstrumenta1 in puttmg

Hanson on the rlght path,

" said Wells.

“She was very persis-

tent in making sure that

Hansoa scored well and
did- a really good job of
setting that. tone here "

=" Wells said, : :
While it’s nice to have

consistently high test
scores, it can also be a lot

-of pressure to continue, he

said. Learning the school
performed: well was a
relief to'the staff :

Not knowing what
to expect from the new
accountability-system had
been stressful, said fourth
grade teacher Jenmfer

obin.”

- “We just kind of felt llke
we were flying blind a lot
of the time because there
was So.many unanswered
questons,” she said.

The teachers spent the
suminer poring over com-
mon core standards and
locking at its existing pro-
grams, said Dawn Moore,
a fourth-grade teacher.
Moore did scrimmage
testing in her class and
focused on targeting areas
that would be tested.

“We did a lot of hands
on activities in science,
so that they would really
understand the informa-
tion, “ she said.

Gobm said she incorpo-
rated a lot of vocabulary
into her instruction. Han-
son teachers emphasized
using Greek and Latin
root words to familiarize
students.

Wells said he was
proudest of the students’

math scores. Standards

Me S é’//kzj ey

¥ and became
mote’ challenging. The

- principal said it took a lot

of work on behalf of the
teachers to fill in gaps in
curriculum. .

“We had holes because

the kids were not com- -
ing from third grade not -

knowing what was sup-
posed to be built on from
previous years;*wsaid
Moore. “It wasn’t. their
fault that third grade
didn’t do it, it was new
material; So we were
bulldmg a whole new
bridge.”

Hanson was the only.
- school in Hopkins: County
to usé theé math: program
Saxon last year; so- there
‘were concerns’ it was

obsolete, Well said. The

- teachers supplemented

Saxon with other: ‘materi-
als to fill gaps.

“As.I tell our teachers,
it's not the program that

teaches the kids, it's the

teacher; he said. #People

_are more 1mportant than

programs. If you've got
good people then they
are goingto be able to do
good things.” :

The students are also

good at taking ownership

in their education and
striving to perform well,
Gobin said. .-

“We have a rea]ly good
parent support at home as
well and the parents push
them to do their best and
work hard,” she said.-

The staff members said
they feel more confident
gomg into this year’s test-
ing, since they know what
to expect,

There were some
shortfalls in the school’s
gap group, Wells said, so
he ‘would like to achleve

W/ ZY /o

"'-jhlgher scores m that cat-

Egory. .
A gap group is how
different student groups,
including free/reduced
lunch, special education
and ethmc mingrities, per-
form in content areas,
As for closing out
last year’s success with
a bang, Wells said the
school plans to do what

“it normilly does. for high
_performmg students —

hold a pep rally and invit-
ing back former students
now in sixth grade at
James Madlson dedIe

- School..

Names of students

‘who performed well will

be posted on:a brag board

in the hall and kids who

scored proficient or' distin-

glulshed will be gmen med-
S.
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Bardstown Schools focus on positives

District on borderline of becoming proficient

By Jennifer Corbett
Saturday, November 24, 2012 at 11:06 am

Given some time, Bardstown school officials believe most students wilt become prof icient, according to state testing scores, because
most of them are already on the cusp of achieving it.

Results from the Kentuc-ky Performance Rating for Education Progress (KPREP) test indicated some students scored on the higher
end of the novice and apprentice category, said Cara Blackmon, director of instruction and assessment for the Bardstown Independent
Board of Education, at Tuesday’s board meeting.

Bardstown Elementary Principal Paul Bowling said the KPREP results indicate there is "opportunity for growth.”

“Many of our kids are on the cusp of being on the next performance level,” he said at Tuesday's board meeting. “We know exactly what
that student scored. We have challenges ahead. But we felt like the things we are doing and implementing new this year will help us get
there.”

Under KPREP, schools are graded on achievement, growth, gap, college/career readiness and graduation rate.

Overall, in the specific categories by which they are evaluated, individual schools were slightly above or slightly below state averages.
Asa dlstnct Bardstown was ranked in the 29th percentile statemde

Bardstown Elementary School scored an 18.6 in achievement, 9.9 in gap and 22.8 in growth, which puts its overall score at 51.3. That
score ranked it in the 26th percentile statewide.

Accordmg to Blackmon, 33 percent of students who scored apprentlce were high apprentice and 93 percent of students who scored
novice were on the cusp of being apprentice.

Bardstown Middle School scored a 17 in achievement, 9.3 in gap, 15.6 in growth and 5.6 in college/career readiness, which puts its
overall score at 47.5. That score ranked it in the 23rd percentile statewide.

- Similar to the elementary school, 33 percent of middle school students who scored apprentice were high apprentice and 92 percent of
students who scored novice were high novice, Blackmon said.

Bardstown High School scored a 7.2 in gap. The school scored an 11.7 in growth, a 12.3 in achievement, 8.5 in college/career
readiness and 16.3 graduation rate, which put its overall score at 56. That score ranked it in the 58th percentile statewide.

Any school placing befow the 70th percentile statewide was classified as “needing improvement,” the lowest category. Distinguished
schools were those that placed in the 90th percentite, and proficient schools were 70th-89th percentile.

KPREP gives a half point for students who score apprentice and one point for students who score distinguished or proficient in
- achievement and gap. No points are given for students who score novice. If a school-has more distinguished students than novice, they
receive bonus points. Growth is graded on how well students improved from the 2010-2011 CATS test to the KPREP.

Blackmon said with the implementation of Senate Bill 1, they've had to change the culture of public education and “change the way
students learn.”

That's why at first glance the numbers may seem low, but since so many students are on the verge of becoming proficient, the district
expects the numbers to increase next year.

“Teachers have to change the way they teach and that takes time,” she said.

Some of the systems in place to improve the scores include small-group instruction, interim assessment system and writing across
curriculum — where teachers have made a shift in their instruction to coincide with the on-demand writing portion of KPREP — and
professicnal learning communities.

In terms of learning communities, Bowling said his teachers are focusing on: Are the students learning the material? How do we know if
they're learning? What do we do if they’re not learning? What do we do if they already know the material?

http:/ f'www . kystandard.com/content/bardstown-schools-focus-positives Page 1 of 2




Bardstown Schools focus on positives | KYStandard.com 11726712 9:01 AM

“By focusing on those four things, téachers still have the freedom fo teach how they want,” he said, but the product “the students are
going to get is the same.”

In other news:
* The board has collected 81 percent of its tax bills, which includes the 2 percent discount some have opted to receive.
* The district’s textbook committee met to discuss a possible switch to electronic schoolbooks.

According to Superintendent Brent Holsclaw, the move would mean the district would have to increase its wireless infrastructure. He
said they're currently exploring what would be the most viable option and what technology would have the most fongevity.

* Workers have completed resurfacing the elementary’s and middle school’s roof.

JENNIFER CORBETT can be contacted at jcorbetti@kystandard.com
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